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REPUBLIC OF MALAWI
IN THE HIGH COURT OF MALAWI
CIVIL DIVISION
MZUZU DISTRICT REGISTRY
ELECTION PETITION NO. 62 OF 2025
BETWEEN:
HENRY MUMBA ………………………………………………………… PETITIONER
AND
MALAWI ELECTORAL COMMISSION ……………………………. 1ST RESPONDENT
MARTHA MUNTHALI ……………………………………………….. 2ND RESPONDENT
CASE SUMMARY
Parties: Mumba v Malawi Electoral Commission & Munthali
Presiding Judge: Honourable Justice T.R. Ligowe
Date of Delivery: 24th November, 2025

1. Brief Facts
The Petitioner, sponsored by the Malawi Congress Party, commenced an election petition pursuant to section 101 of the Presidential, Parliamentary and Local Government Elections Act. The petition alleged that accredited representatives of the Malawi Congress Party observed material irregularities in the conduct and tabulation of votes during the parliamentary elections held on 16th September, 2025 for Mzimba Hora Constituency, under the jurisdiction of the Mzimba District Council. The Petitioner sought, inter alia, declaratory relief nullifying the declaration of Honourable Martha Munthali as the duly elected Member of Parliament for the said constituency.
2. Legal Issue
The principal issue for determination was whether, in light of the alleged substantial irregularities in the administration and counting of votes, the Court ought to issue an order nullifying the declaration of Honourable Martha Munthali as the duly elected Member of Parliament for Mzimba Hora Constituency.
3. Finding
The Court found that the electoral process was vitiated by irregularities, including the distribution of notes to voters and the appointment of Democratic Progressive Party representatives to serve as Polling Station Officers. These anomalies materially compromised the integrity and quality of the election in the constituency.
4. Order
The Court accordingly declared that the Member of the National Assembly for Mzimba Hora Constituency was not duly elected.
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